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26 young Territoria ns took over 
Pa rlia ment  House in June a s 
pa rt  of t he Northern Territory 
Youth Pa rlia ment  a nd  Youth 
Press Ga llery p rogra m.

IM PACT REPORT



The Northern Territory Youth Pa rlia ment  is a n a nnua l youth- led  
c ivics enga gement  p rogra m led  by the Y Northern Territory in 
pa rtnership  w ith the Northern Territory Depa rtment  of the 
Leg isla t ive Assemb ly.

For one week during  the school holida ys ea ch yea r, 25 Youth 
Pa rlia menta ria ns rep resent ing  the geogra phic  a nd  demogra phic  
rep resenta t ion of t he Northern Territory, d iscuss a nd  deba te Bills in t he 
Leg isla t ive Assemb ly -  p roposed  leg isla t ion they developed  on 
solut ions for issues tha t  ma t ter to t hem.

At  t he sa me t ime, 10 Youth Press Ga llery Journa list s report  on the 
deba tes in t he Cha mbers, w ith t he a im of p roduc ing, p it ching a nd  
pub lishing content  on issues tha t  ma t ter to young peop le, by young 
peop le.

While not  in Cha mbers, t he young Territoria ns sta y for six nights a t  t he 
Ba tchelor Outdoor Educa t ion Cent re, meet ing  others f rom a cross the 
Territory a nd  ta king pa rt  in lea dership  development  p rogra ms.
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Program Ob jec t ives
1. Increa se knowledge of loca l, Territory a nd  na t iona l c ivics
2. Increa se the likelihood  a nd  interest  of pa rt ic ipa t ion in c ivics, such a s responsib le 

vot ing , running for polit ica l posit ions, enga g ing in non-t ra d it iona l c it izenship  
a c t ivit ies such a s issues-ba sed  community orga nising  or a rt

3. Increa se young peop le's persona l sense of lea dership , tea mwork a nd  
self-esteem

4. Provide a venues for young peop le to be hea rd  by dec ision-ma kers 
5. Connect  young peop le to a  community of peop le st riving  to ma ke a  bet ter world
6. Showca se excellence in young peop le to the b roa der community

Overview

Youth Pa rlia ment  
expa nded  my horizons 

a nd  a llowed  me to meet  
a  lot  of pa ssiona te 

young peop le.
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Why Yout h Pa rliament  is needed
Young peop le in t he Northern Territory a re underrep resented  in elec tora l 
a nd  polit ica l rep resenta t ion, both sta t ist ica lly a nd  when compa red  to 
na t iona l benchma rks. While 16 to 24 yea r olds ma ke up  a pp roxima tely 7% of 
t he Northern Territory's popula t ion, t his is not  rep resented  in t he a vera ge
 a ge of loca l counc illors, t he Leg isla t ive Assemb ly (t he youngest  sit t ing  Member 
is 33), or Federa l rep resenta t ives 

Young peop le in t he NT a re underrepresent ed  in 
elec t ora l and  polit ica l rep resent a t ion, bot h 
st a t ist ica lly and  when compared  t o na t iona l 
benchmarks

16 -  24 = 7%
yea r olds

of  t he Nort hern 
Territ ory 's 
popula t ion 33NT's youngest  

sit t ing  member is

Da ta  a ccessed  in 2023 f rom: Northern Territory Youth St ra tegy 2023 to 2033; 'Report ing  on 
the Elec tora l Roll', Sep tember Qua rter 2023 -  Aust ra lia n Elec tora l Commission; 'Voter 
enrolment  a nd  pa rt ic ipa t ion', Interim Report , 2019; Story of our Child ren a nd  Young Peop le -  
Depa rtment  of Chief M inister a nd  Ca b inet , 2021

91.7%

Aust ra lian Elec t ora l 
Commission enrolment  

benchmark
95%

NT enrolment

54.4%
16 t o 24 yea rs 

enrolment  
benchmark for NT

16 -  24 
yea r olds

Enrolment  
benchmark

Ot her st a t es and  
t errit ories average

87%
97%

This da ta  (sourced  la te 2023), ident if ies a  need  for more 

mea ningful p rogra ms tha t  enga ge young Territoria ns in 

c ivics a nd  c it izenship  in a  wa y tha t  is releva nt  loca lly 

a nd  ind ividua lly, whilst  p rovid ing  opportunit ies a nd  

pa thwa ys for young peop le to excel a s independent , 

communit y-minded  a nd  hea lthy a dult s.

Northern Territory's Youth St ra tegy 2023 to 2033 

p rovides a  f ra mework for t he Northern Territory Youth 

Pa rlia ment  to set  goa ls yea r-on-yea r to cont ribute to 

improving the lived  rea lit ies a nd  sta t ist ics for young 

Territoria ns to mea ningfully cont ribute to dec ision 

ma king, now a nd  for genera t ions to come.

Yout h Pa rliament a rians and  Yout h Press Ga llery
There were a  tota l of 16 Youth Pa rlia menta ria ns a nd  10 Youth Press Ga llery Journa lists 
who pa rt ic ipa ted  in the Northern Territory Youth Pa rlia ment  in June 2024.
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16 Yout h Pa rliament a rians rep resent ed  5 groups f rom across t he Nort hern Territ ory and  
p roduced  and  deba t ed   7 b ills

Police Administ ra t ion 
Amendment  (Ant i- Rac ism 

Init ia t ives) Bil l  2024

Educa t ion Regula t ions 
Amendment  (Essent ia l 
Wellbeing  Curriculum) 

Bil l  2024

Family, Domest ic  and  Sexua l Vio lence 
Prevent ion Bil l  2024

Invest ing  in t he Fut ure 
Nort hern Territ ory 
Workf orce Bil l  2024

Ga ra milla  Da rw in 
Youth Group

Represent a t ion

Yout h Bills

15%
17 of  t he 26 young peop le 
comp leted  the impa ct  survey. 

The follow ing demogra phics 
were recorded  f rom self  
ident if ica t ion. Permission 
received  to pub lish in report .

LGBTQIASB+ Cult ura lly and / or 
Linguist ica lly 

Diverse

74% 54% 12%
Have a  d isab ilit y 

or chronic  
cond it ion

Aborig ina l 
and / or Torres 
St ra it  Islander

Invest ing  in Yout h Programs and  
Spaces Bil l  2024

Pub lic  Holidays 
Amendment  (Hist oric  Da t es 
f or Aborig ina l Territ orians)

Bil l  2024

Rest oring  t he Right s of  t he
 Termina lly Il l  Bil l  2024

Clonta rf Founda t ion Pa lmerston 

Ka therine High School

Mp a rntwe Alice Sp rings 
Reg iona l Youth Group

Jurnkurra kurr Tenna nt  Creek 
High School

Coa lit ion OneCoa lit ion Two

Regiona l/ Geographica l  Make-up

Ba rkly 

(Tenna nt  

Creek)

15%

Cent ra l  

(Mpa rntwe Alice 

Sp rings)

26%

OPa lmerston

23%

Ka therine

7%

Da rw in

19%

Outer-Da rw in

3%

Regiona l Da rw in
3%

Da rw in

19%

Ea st  Arnhem

3%

Ba rkly 
(Tenna nt  

Creek)

15%
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85% of  young peop le sa id  
as a  result  of  Yout h 

Pa rliament  t ha t  t hey could  
express t heir aut hent ic  

selves in t his group  

85% sa id  t hey a re conf ident  
in underst and ing in how 

pa rliament  makes dec isions

85% sa id  t hey know t he avenues ava ilab le 
t o t hem t o have t heir say in pa rliament  

59% agree and   23%                   
st rong ly agree t ha t  t hey 

feel conf ident  in t heir 
ab ilit y t o be a  leader

95% sa id  t hey feel conf ident  
in t heir ab ilit y t o work in a  

t eam

 Program Out comes
A feedba ck survey wa s conduc ted  follow ing the p rogra m covering  

four key top ics: c ivic  know ledge, tea mwork a nd  lea dership , 
belong ing in t he p rogra m, a nd  self-esteem w ith pa rt ic ipa nts 

a nswering on a  sca le ra ng ing f rom st rong ly d isa gree to st rong ly 
a gree.

'As a  result of Youth Pa rlia ment, I...".

23% agree and  70% st rong ly agree 
t ha t  t hey feel connec t ed  w it h t he 

ot her young peop le of  t he p rogram

17% agree and  58% st rong ly agree t hey 
would  be conf ident  if  t hey were t o vot e in 

an upcoming elec t ion

When asked  if  t hey want ed  
t o run for pa rliament  or 

loca l counc il..

24% sa id  st rong ly agree

11% agree

18% st rong ly d isagree

 6% d isagree 

29% sa id  t hey were unsure  
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"At tend ing Pa rlia ment  House during  Youth Pa rlia ment  wa s a  p rofound  moment  
for me, f illed  w ith p ride a nd  exc itement . It  wa s a  unique opportunit y to step  
into t he hea rt  of Aust ra lia 's democra t ic  p rocess, enga ge in deba tes, a nd  meet  
w ith ministers a nd  of f ic ia ls.

The experience of deba t ing  in such a  historic  a nd  signif ica nt  venue wa s 
inc red ib ly insp iring . It  not  only eleva ted  the d iscussions but  a lso underscored  
the importa nce of c ivic  enga gement  a nd  the impa ct  of leg isla t ive dec isions 
on the na t ion. Meet ing  w ith ministers p rovided  inva lua b le insights into 
policyma king a nd  governa nce, further deepening my understa nd ing of t he 
responsib ilit ies a nd  cha llenges fa ced  by lea ders in sha p ing the count ry's 
future.

Overa ll, being a t  Pa rlia ment  House during  Youth Pa rlia ment  wa s a  highlight  of 
my pa rt ic ipa t ion. It  symbolized  a  ta ng ib le connec t ion to t he democra t ic  idea ls 
I a dmire a nd  reinforced  my pa ssion for cont ribut ing  mea ningfully to pub lic  
d iscourse a nd  policyma king." -  Sha dma n Sha kib  Ad it to 2024 Youth 
Pa rlia menta ria n

Youth Pa rlia ment  is such a  spec ia l opportunit y. 
It ?s a  week of lea rning a nd  grow ing both 

ind ividua lly a nd  a s a  tea m. The deba tes a re a ll 
fun a nd  ga mes but  ult ima tely it ?s t he st rong 
sense of tea m sp irit  t ha t  ma kes the p rogra m 
unlike a nything else. It ?s just  a ma zing to see 

everyone working towa rds a  common goa l, a nd  
working a s ha rd  a s they possib ly ca n, to develop  

init ia t ives for our sha red  future. -  2024 Youth 
Pa rlia menta ria n

"Being a b le to meet  a ma zing peop le a nd  ha ve 
such a n a ma zing experience ma kes this p rogra m 

so inc red ib ly worth it " -  Add ison Perris 2024 Youth 

Pa rlia menta ria n
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